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\-?illages Oblhterated By Fi-fé_,
Somme Region Is a Desert

Earth Seemingly

['urned Inside Qut and Hills Torn to Dust

—Terrifving Desolation Likened to Ruin of
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German Dugouts Intact

Sodom and Gomorrah

By FRANK H. SIMONDS.
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To Modern Pompeii
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fulls, so the people of the region be-
lieve, peace will come. But Albert

v a shelled town; many of its
houses stand, most of them retain

their walls and many their roofs.

But a mile the other side of Al-
rt, travelling toward Péronne, one
mes suddenly out upon the most
terrible and bewildering scene of

it ia possible to imagine

Fr ipper layer of the earth
the as been swept away not alone
the trees, the sod, the outer cov-
ring, but the very depth, of the
ver strata have been churned up

tered avout. Of a sudden

f the landscape of

1g valleys and

there is the

ra, of something

more than the Sahara, of the fields
above Pom p»' or Messina, down
h owed the streams of lava

; engulf but endure

Only Skeleton Left
Where a Hill Stood

Turning off the main road one

the car and climbs heawily up
ide. Along this hillside ran
t line of German trenches, but

w there are neither trenches nor

ves

‘es of trenches, This hill
the surrounding hills are
by shell fire until they re-

semble

nothing so much as the pict-
of the surface of the moon, {a-
who recall the geogra-

ires

iar to all

]
= =

nhies of their youth. The flesh of the

has been swept away; only the
leton remains.

8 [ lly, where the siope of

ating, the suggestion
f & German dug-out remains, per-
dug-out overwhelmed 5y the
uge of fire and still holdin
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hited 1
e arrived, All over theh
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Frontier of Desoclation

Is Outlined Sharply

of Mametz one looks
id the battlefield.
opposite

From the hill
westward be

Across a

ne the

th
lope rises ut little scarred.
Th fran® 3 1
1 he L er nf desolation 15 ex-
actly marked; it is as plain to the
eye as t were indicated upon a
man Jut looking westward over
miles iles, there is not!

vild sce f des
surface and valle nas been
wept away; it iz as if the auter and
the inner strata of the earth had in
some fazhion changed place, It isa

tion suggesting that of Sodom

(romr

d rrah—a destruction delib-
erately designed to make impossible
forever the return of men to their

fieldn

1 do nol Know an that one

AN EiIvVe any ight hint of the des-

ation of the battlefield nf the
Somme, There 1t lies, ten miles
deep, one shore touching the furnace

which is still burning up and de-
stroying the surface of the earth
and all animate inanimate

things thereon. At the other shore
there hegins sharply the countryside
of France, and
shores 18 an infernal region in wh
at least 8 million and a half of men,

hetween the two

ich

Britisk, (German and French, have
keen killed or wounded. Perhaps
half 8 million men lie buried in the
chattere fold: and turmz of the
carred hillsides or in the flats be-
de *he little brooks

Village of Mametz
Swept Off the Earth

the Sunday supple
or alleged scientists

omelimes 1n
clentiats
ised to write articles describing the
y the earth would begin to
up, when flames from inside the
forth.

time s

Ary

narrow crust would burst

What they sought to describe the
artillery of the last great war has
lustrated on the slopes of the

Picardy hillsides.

on the slopes of the
the slopes toward
one looks
the sites of many villages. At
Mametz, but of
ere not a stone, not a
it has not been buried;
t has been literally blown from the
fuce of the earth; it has dissolved in
and the dust has been swept
away. Here was a well built little
French town, with its solid houses
of plaster and stone, old houses en-
during from other centuries. [t had
the usunl church, the familiar place,
all the slight but per-

Standing still

" "
Mametz hill,

north and

on

east, out

feet was

Mametz I8

fragment.

dust,

the fountain,

jumt nothing.
Mametz

nid now there 1is

true of I8

And what
ue of Montauban;

it is true of 1 do not know '

I8

| Fricourt;

! how many

more villages.
gone, and sometimes the hills upon

which they stood are gone. On the
map you will see marked many little
hits of woodland, the usual com-
sunal grove or the inevitable clump
of trees surrounding the frequent
chateaus.,

Big Woods Obliterated
In Region of Verdun

1 saw the same thing at Verdun,
I visited Fort de Vaux before
I went to the Somme. There half a
{ the woods that have filled
ttle reports have vanished—

Chenois, Capitre—
‘pl-

when

dozen
the ba
Bois de Laufée,
they gone, and there are
reither stumps nor stump holes; the
ground out of which they grew has
been worked into a mass of holes,
huge cavities in which men and ani-
mals have disappeared and been
drowned.
This

WTEeCK |

are

ew artillery fire does not
it does not even pause with
obliteration; it alters the very sur-
and the subsurface; it raises
hills and it destroys old eleva-

fece

new
tiona.

And when the armies are gone and
the war ends (for even this war
must end e time), it is interest-
ng, if tragic, to think of what w
be the emotions of all the little

people who inhabited these regions
people who, faithful to the French
love for the land, will return to their
old homes. And of their old homes
they will find not even a fragment;
that they cultivated and
that their fathera cultivated will
have disappeared; the subsurface
will still be honeycombed by the cor-
ridors of mines or the molelike bur-
rows of the dugouts.

Malignant War Spirit
Blights Land Forever

I do not think one can get any con-
ception of the real terror of this war
who has not seen the country of the
Somme or of Verdun, who has not
seen the fashion in which this war,
like a malignant war spirit, has not

lone destroyed all that there was of

neids

homes of human habitation and of
she fields of human effort, but has

the earth with fire and sown it

swept
with salt, as if in the determination
that there should never again be
life. that men should not exist or
fruit and foods grow in the fields
over which it had passed.

Yet ‘s not alone the sense of

struction that one feels at the
Somme. Indeed, I think the sense of
man industry, of enormous ef-
fort of innumerable men at their
tragic task of war, even passes the
.m_n.r‘-smor. of desolation. Take one
of the large anthills that one some-
ntry v-' 4 ’i—n“‘ a
ved sum-
of ants

in a cou
rake deeplv Lhrnuzn its cu
mit and watch the myriad
come swarming up and begin what
seems a mad and frantic outburst of i
industry, and you will have some
faint suggestion of what the battle-
#ield of the Somme is like.
Industry Amid Ruin
Wrought by Destroyer

For in spite of the desolation
is no lack of population, there is no
lack of human actit Indeed, lnok-

times sees

there

inz down upon any section of the
field suggests pictures that one
seos of some great engineering oper-

an. the removal of 2 moun n, the

rmation of some square mijes
face of the earth, a labor
For gridironed
railroad

i '\" \‘,
like that of Panama.
amidst all the wastie are
tracks. the bottom of every valley is
carpeted with raila and the noise of
distant artillery 1s deadened by
of engines as they

the
the shrill whistles
drag cars up toward the front
ard the railhead—the “dump” of the

military argot.

tow-

And beside the railroads are high-
ways, the white, even and splendid
highws of France. They alone

have survived the ruin, as the stones
of the Appian Way lived the
conturies and the onrush of other
barbarians. And along these high-
ways flow the most amazing streams
of mankind that are conceivable, and
alone men but motors and
horses: the voice of the Missouri mule
challenges the passage of the “Tank”
the donkey of the pack train

have out

riot

and
alike
Flower of Britain
In Continuous March

p these roads, following their ar-

tillery, surrounding their rolling
kitchens, the men of Australia and
of Canada move between those of
Seotland and of England. And the
roads are crowded day and night, like
the roada that lead to the Polo

(;rounds when a ball game is sched-
uled. And on the shell-swept hill-
«ides every sort of shanty and bar-
rack affords temporary resting place
for the mender of highways or police
of the rear. It iz as if the flower
and pick of British imperial man-
heod had ly sought a dwelling
place in the desert.

And the impresgion i# bewildering
bevond all else I have ever seen.
Hers are some square miles of the
enrth’'s surface which have been
swept and torn and wrecked by shell,
by the fury of the weapons invented
by man, and the men who have done
these things with the maddest of all
energy, with the most terrible of all
machines, have now come forward ts
restore to human use what they have
just destroyed. First they have cre-
ated a wilderness and worse than a
wilderness and then they have fared

sudden

manent details of a French village, | forward into the wilderness hring-

!ing with them all the machinery they

rould devise, not to repair all the

it in true nf, injuries they have wrought, but such

of these injuries as are hampering

They sre"he:r purpme—mhlcn purpose i3 to

But the woods are gone.!

get forward swiftly and turn still

more miles of France into the same
centre of desolation
' Scene of Destruction
To Live for Centuries
I do not know how any one can

quite describe this battlefield of the
Somme so that the man who lives
in peace on this side of the Atlantie
erstand it or grasp some-
the supreme insanity and
inte which are
I am
now men

can un
thing of
the supreme
nistakable there
from and
will go to this place to see
the surviving evidences of the storm
that bl ed it @ year ago. [ have
never seen anything that approached

gFence

yre

both u
that
women

\es

the terribleness of the sight, save
about Verdun.

Yet an engineer, a man interested
in the moving of mountains or the
transformation of valleys to human
ends, would look down aiso upon
these fields to-day and see an order

an organization, a development of
human genius and human system,
which would take him completely
and command his admiration. The
saddest and most completely wasted
corner of a valley may conceal a

terminal station that would make an
operating railroad man jealous. A
New York peliceman, a traffic man.
used to the problems of Fifth Ave-
nue and Forty-second Street, might
shrink from the task of separating
and orderin flow

g the stream that
v the main

through what was
street of Montauban and is now a
white road in the midst of powdered
ashes,
Destruction Advances
Like a Forest Fire

And like the forast fires of the
North, destruction advances, steac-
ily, surely. The road below the hill
at Mametz passes Montauban, Gull-
mont, Ginchy, it reaches Combles, it
arrives st Saiily-Sallisel, which 1s
now the w'..-dm.x front, but to-mor
row the flames will pass Sailly-Salli
gel, And when the storm hﬂ.\ passed,
then the rai d i the highway
will push forward e men Wil
come with tools and with machinery,
and they will reclaim to their own
purposes this land that has beer
deluged with steel, torn by mines,
watered by the blood of thousands

and thousands of men coming from

the uttermost parts of the earth and

exhausting their resources, first of

destruction and then of reconstruc-
tion
Last summer we used to wonder
why the British advance was 50 slow
I ;d not think one wonders when
steep
vond
VR
u'.:': steep hills, all now like to noth
ng 50 much as the f‘exe"ad nest of
hornets, along whose slopes there
may still be traced 1n plwrvd the cut-
'1.'.;1'1 of the trenches and tangles of

karhed wire
“Tank"” Fits Into Scene
As a Sy'mbol of Fury

Mametz t Trones Waod,

n showed me s “Tan dis
ab ng seside the road
0 enoug! seemed to me the
propriate thing in the

s aceursed reglor roundabout

It seemed animal rather than me-
hanica prehistoric animal,
and it it di to imagine
that a cene of desolation that

extended on every side was the work

of this animal, of many animals such
as this: that thers was still going
forward the war of some prehistoric
age between man and thiz scaled
creature, and in ita fury, ita
dving furs “Tank”™ was
dead—it had torn up the Trones

ut itself and aver-

Wood, 'ashed

turned trees and rooted them up
One more detail. All this field of
contrasting waste and reconstruction

ia well within reach of German shell
Now and again the storm be-
gins and the caravans of men a
it

never

fire,
animals slowly extend, draw out 1nto
thin groups—and go It
stops by day or by night, this G?r-mi;.'.
life toward the
annihilation

on

even flow of human
extreme front at which

at an arpitrary

abs

hecames L
nf sandbag

frontier

Steady Bombardment
Resembles Earthquake

The centre of the storm ha® pasied,
ides

all o
and

the

torn and wrecked

starm area

ountry,
not dis-
of heavy
s are shaken almost
the tremendous ex

always there is to be heard,
the steady drumming
urtillery: the h].l
every moment by
plosions, and the intermittent c
nonade rises to the magnitude
an earthquake again and again.
A year ago [ visited the field of
the Marne. Here there was nothing
of destruction visible that might not
have been the wc of the men and
the machines that fought Napoleon
on the same ground a century before
On th'e battlefield of Champagne,
1915, as | have said, the effect of
shell fire was patent but temporary;
the walls 4f houses stood and the
fields can be ploughed and planted
when the trenches are filled and
tho barbed wire removed. But at
the Somme there is nothing more
verrifying in all the terrible things
that one sees than the mutilation of
the surface of the earth itself, the
permanent destruction of the hilla
and the lasting scarring of the hill-
sides, sown as they are with the
shattered fragments of half a mill
jon of human beings and condemned
eternal stermlity Curely the
Somme must be the last word in war.
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T. R. Declines

Bryan Debate on
Preparedness

Like Discussing Propriety

of Benedict Arnold’s
Acts, He Says

Calls It Undebatable

Colonel Quotes Scripture as 2

Warning to the
Nation

nlone! Theodore Roosevelt sent a

etter to the Congress of Forums yes.
terday refusing to meet William Jen-

nings
paredness
proper
noid
advantage o

n & joint debate on pre-
be, an
'o debate whether Benedict Ar
treason, the

ing SIAvVery

Bryan

would he holds,

was justified in his
f reintroduc

the non.demirabilit f monogamous
marriage « he right of judges 1o aec-
cept bribes,
Mr. Bryan., before ne knew aof Colo
Rooseveit's refusal, had agreed to

enter the

A d the debate

he present

lebate with certain reserva

Tt In n letter of acceptance he

he held until
His con

snould not
erisis had passed
letter o A

i stlined 'y

Ly De Jarnaette, executiVe sacretary

2 f th ongress, are that the expenses

he underiaking be shared by the

fAX rs na pdmission De ires .F'

th 4ides may nave

an aqua! representation in the audience

ind that t febate be given in all the
arge cities of the gountry

The invitation to Colonel Roosevalt

~anference of

following a
friands on
it behalf of

4 understood, was sent
Mr. Bryan’
to New York

nis iast visit
e pacifiss propaganda. It was signed
Edward F. Sanderson, director Pao-
« Inatitute, Cooper Union; Percy
Ztickne - rector Church “.I' ?'_.:‘
Nanama Siephen 5. Wise. rabb
Fres Synagogue, and Mr De Jarnette
(olonel Hoosevelt's Reply
s e a ~sgamore H
ebrunry 28 s] Roosevelt says, in

posa! of the
as & wWasta of

' or the right of judges

to accept bribes
{ submission

from suitors or th

to the divine right of kings or the
nropriety of action such as that of
Benedict Arnold

To debate the duty of preparedness,
as the founds for the performance
1 is uselass
undo this
men of the

tic duty,
a preliminary
k of all our grestest
past, dissolve this nation y dust, and
start at the beginning by deciding
whether it was worth while for Wash-
ington to have founded the nati on an
for Lincoln ve saved *
fecide these qu ona in
tive, It then becor mere sil
debate ¢ ther it is worth

the

or whether it iz a
prepars - jefend the
was thus founded and

U Il eq
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the events Ars to 1
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s

in sctua
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cuuntry, b he cause of inter
national rerican  pacifiam
throughout these years nas been the
timid apologist and po f the
uthless brutality of 1 mili-
ism, both when that miiitarism has
exercised against neutral

ns ns like Belgium t has
ok form In the ir OWT
men and children and in the

women
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nd has recent
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Buhop anrence
Urges President
To Prepare Nation

Protect Citizens on Sea and;.

Land at All Costs,
He Says

ton, Ms 4 —RBishop William

Lawrence of the Episcopal diocese «
Vassmchusetts, in & statement to-da
alled upon Preaident Wilson oW
nat ngress has failed the President
and the rountry,’ to ead the nmn.
o defend at all ost the tegr
the Na

"!nn

nnger
the state
nAs Spoxken

UML)

1§ Our
that b

T

neture to use
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Taft Will Rouse
South and West
To Defence Needs »

Ex-President To Be 20th }.‘.«eu B

Big Rally for Atlanta 5‘1'.5

Leading Men in Many Cities n the Dressas

Century Paul Revere for
Universal Training

Plan to Help Along Pre-

paredness Tour

Believing that "“thers are some
things worse than war,”” to use his
ywn words, Willilam H. Taft has can-
celled all his paid lecture engage
ments from Mareh 18 to April 4 chat
1¢ may awaken the men o the South
and Southwest as Pagl Revere did the

Massachusetts

g'a metropoils

naas Lovernor

i oe o
rovernar W

Colonials

to appreci-

ation heir ty to defend their
rights, now and hereafter

Mr. Taft's itinerary follows: Rich-

mond, March 21; Greensboro, N. C,

March 22; Atlanta, March 23 Bir

singham, March 24; Nashville, Mareh

Memphis, March 26, morning

tle ek, Ark., evening: Dailas,

Tex., Mareh 27; Oxishoma City., March

28 and 29. Leaving Oklahoma City of

1* g of M 39, Mr. Taft

e in Chicage on March 30

reach his home New Ha-

g o« aue " e

ung.e ) force

Mr. Taft is president

al each swwop being

branch of the or-

.n:.:lt.on, r'oﬂp-rn'.:ng with lesding

| citizens and organizations At At

| ianta nstance, Governor Harrie
! «f  Georgia Mayor Candler, (]

Howell, editor of "i'ul Constitution”

the Chamber of Commerce and, in

deed. all the fading citizens are

working with energy and enthusiasm

.| to make Mr Taft's visit to the Geor-

the most notabls svent

's history
Chambe

A lunen
. ] 1
ANd & mass meeting
Jdit ym In Lhe .*.‘.'.
K. at vich Mr, |
eipal speaker

Brough, with
if Commerce
is mrrangir
League '-
ddressed b
iams  of
an address at

ar

® %9 7
branch of the | e, with the aid of
8 committes of Afteen, is ii:nulu .
state convention of the o

E-:fnrtf Peace, to be addressed by Mr.

nl’v

A similar meeting is to be held in
Oklshoma City, to which Governor

lllams and the mayors o' cities will

nr‘ur’ vq:a'ﬂ
Ay the South and Southwest have
Je 0 .».monng for months for =
t from Taft, the tour is ex-

be n great popular success.

Mr Taft, after :{puh.n‘ of the sima

of the Zug—:r, sal

WWith the greatest reluctance I
have come to the lusion that we
should have compulsory military
training. We are now looking over
nk of hos jes with some of
belligerents this war. Could

have a better proof of the n
for a body -’ trained men to defend
he country? That we may avold war
issue we pray. But
\f our rights be invaded again under
of rathless warfare

ration
our duty to resist that in-
the same

dee

the

ion, becausa it is of
ature as if our couniry Wwere being
nvaded.”
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